
November 2025

Dear Supporters and Friends of Friendship House,

Our mission has always been to ensure that children and young adults with special needs are celebrated and
supported. In a world where one in six children has a developmental disability and many face profound
isolation, Friendship House offers a sanctuary of friendship. Over the past few years, 90 % of parents have
consistently reported that their stress has eased, their children feel more confident about making friends,
and volunteers report a stronger sense of purpose and inclusivity. Through Sunday Circle, Sports Circle,
Young Adult Club, Family & Holiday Events, and Brighter Birthdays, we create opportunities for
connection and joy.

This year, our community has grown beyond our expectations. We now serve more than 70 families
annually, but many more are waiting. To welcome them, we must expand—hire additional staff, widen our
programs, and secure the resources to sustain this growth. Your partnership has already given rise to new
efforts like Tour de Friendship and the ever-growing Walk4Friendship, showing our community’s
momentum. As we close our books at the end of the year, your gift today will help us finish strong
and position us to meet next year’s growth goals. We’ve also created a video where families like Josh’s
and Ava’s share, in their own words, how Friendship House has transformed their lives; please scan the
enclosed QR code to watch or visit bocafriendship.com/shine.

This is our most important appeal of the year; please consider a generous year‑end gift that will
transform lives. Your contribution will help us welcome every child who needs us and keep our programs
free of charge. Gifts made now strengthen the programs families rely on today and build the
capacity to welcome more families tomorrow. Please use the enclosed card to give and to watch the
video. Your generosity will sustain Friendship House and ensure that no family is turned away.

As we light the Chanukah candles, may the warmth and joy they bring reflect the light you shine on the lives
of our children and families. Thank you for believing in Friendship House and making our community a place of
inclusion and love. Together, we will continue to transform lives, one friendship at a time.

With heartfelt blessings,

Rabbi Sholom Kessler
Executive Director, Friendship House

As we enter a new year, I’m struck by the simple moments that define
who we are. One mother shared that her daughter—once fearful of
gatherings—now counts down the days to Sunday Circle. Another
parent spoke of the relief they felt when their son’s birthday was
celebrated with love. These voices remind us that Friendship House isn’t
just a program—it’s a home, filled with laughter and belonging. High School Volunteers bringing love

and inclusion at Sunday Circle
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Together, we create a brighter future.
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P.S. Your gift today ensures no family is turned away
—thank you for helping us grow.


